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Introduction



The book of Revelation is like no other book in the Bible.  It is full of strange images and 
complex symbols.  Images of beasts with numerous heads and symbols of horns, lamp stands, 
stars, blood, and fire leave the reader fascinated and amazed.  But these fascinating images and 
complex symbols prove to be too daunting of task for many to study.  As a result, Leon Morris 
refers to Revelation as a “Closed Book.”  But Revelation was never meant to be a “Closed 
Book.”

Revelation comes from the Greek word “aÓpokalu/ptw” which means to uncover, to take out of 
hiding, to cause something to be fully known.  The purpose for Revelation is unveil to Jesus 
Christ and God’s plan for the end of the age.  The story of Jesus does not end on a cross or in the 
clouds ascending into Heaven.  The story of Christ continues with His second coming, His 
victory over the Satanic forces of evil, and God’s final judgement of the wicked.  The Book of 
Revelations fully unveils the events related to the Christ.

Authorship

In the opening verse of Revelation, the author identifies himself as John.  The earliest of the 
church fathers identify the author as John, the Apostle, the Son of Zebedee.   While scholars 
throughout church history have contested John the Apostle as the author of Revelation, evidence 
within Revelation makes a strong case that John the Apostle wrote the book:

• Both the Gospel of John and Revelation focus on the number 7 (7 Signs, 7 “I AM” statements 
in John)

• Moses/Exodus Parallels (John, Revelation 15-16)
• Common themes such as manna, living water, life, and light
• Verse 2 connects Revelation to the Gospel and First Letter of John (John 1:1, 1 John 1:4)
• Christ is glorified in death in both the Gospel of John and Revelation

With overwhelming evident suggesting John, the Apostle wrote Revelation, what do we know 
about John?  According the Gospels, John was a fisherman by trade.  It has been suggested that 
John came from a wealthy family with his father having ownership in the fishing industry.  John 
along with his brothers were some of the first disciples of Jesus and were known as the Sons of 
Thunders.  This nickname is best illustrated in Luke 9:54 when John and James wanted to call 
fire from Heaven to consume a Samaritan village that rejected Christ as the Messiah.  John and 
his brother wanted the best seats in Jesus’ kingdom which was often a contentious subject among 
the Twelve Disciples.  But one of the great life lessons from John is that he learned humility.  In 
his first letter, John refers to himself as a “fellow brother” and “little child.”  Here in Revelation, 
John calls himself a “servant” of Jesus.  John learned the lesson that greatness in God’s kingdom 
is not determined by prestige, power, or position.  Greatness in God’s kingdom is defined as 
being a servant and slave to all.



John also became one of the most prolific writers of the New Testament credited with writing 
five New Testament books: The Gospel of John, 1, 2, 3 John, and Revelation.  In his letters, John 
encourages the faith community to live out Christianity in love and obedience.  Both the Gospel 
of John and Revelation, point to the deity of the Christ.  The Gospel directs us to the cross; while 
Revelation deals with the second coming.  

Revelation as Literature

Revelation falls into three genres of literature: letter, prophecy, and apocalyptic.  Revelation is a 
letter written by John to the seven churches of Asia and follows the typical pattern of first 
century letter writing with the exception of its length and lack of thanksgiving at the beginning of 
the letter. (See Paul the Letter Writer)  But we are more concerned about the prophetic and 
apocalyptic elements of Revelation.  Twice, John refers to Revelation as a book of prophecy. 
(Rev. 1:3, 22:18-19)  Biblical prophecy has it roots in the Old Testament with the 17 books of the 
Major and Minor Prophets.  The prophets had a Word from God, the Word usually forewarned of 
impending judgement on sinful Israel and Judah.  Old Testament prophecy the framework in 
understanding Revelation as prophecy.  John’s message in Revelation is word from God 
signaling the final judgement of the sinful and God’s ultimate victory over evil.  

The final genre that Revelation belongs is apocalyptic literature.  Apocalyptic literature was a 
form of literature well know to Jews and Christians from 200 BC to AD 200.   Apocalyptic 
literature speaks of supernatural inspired events that will take place at the end of time.  These 
supernatural events are cloaked in symbols, images, and numerology that were obvious to the 
ancient reader but difficult for the modern reader.  By it’s very nature, Revelation is a book that 
deals with end times.  

Interpreting Revelation

The Preterist View: This view sees Revelation as being written in the first century with the 
prophecies being fulfilled in the first century.  Within in this view, the Roman empire and 
emperors are major players in the Revelation timeline.

The Historicist View: The view sees Revelation as a predictor of world history from the first 
century to the return of Christ.

The Idealist View: Revelation is not a timeline of events and happenings.  According to this 
view, Revelation is not concerned with the events of the first century nor the events for the end 
of time.  This view sees Revelation as teaching principles and ideas for how God acts throughout 
history.  Revelation represents the ongoing struggle of God verses Satan.



The Futurist View: Those who hold this view believe that Revelation speaks of future events, 
events that have to do with the end of time.  The Futurist view can be further subdivided into 
three categories related to how the Millennial reign of Christ is treated.  We will breach the 
subject of the Millennial near the end of the guide.

The danger in studying Revelation is to limit yourself to just on of the above views.  Each view 
contributes to a better understanding of Revelation.  For example, parts of Revelation seem to 
speak to events and situations occurring in John’s day.  Other parts of Revelations seems to speak 
of events that have not yet occurred.  Instead of picking one view and interpreting all of 
Revelation through the lens of that view, we need be mindful of all views and let the text speak 
for itself.

Old Testament

Revelation contains more Old Testament references than any other New Testament book.  
Revelation relies heavily on Old Testament books such as Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  
While John does not quote an Old Testament passage directly, the book is filled with references, 
symbols, and allusions found in the Old Testament.  The Old Testament is a valuable tool in 
unraveling the mystery of Revelation.  

Numbers, Numbers, Numbers

Numerology is another important aspect of Revelation that plays a key role in its interpretation.  
Rarely are numbers to be taken literally in Revelation.  The following list is not comprehensive 
of the all numbers found in Revelation but offer a guide in helping decypher numbers found in 
revelation.  

One: Number of Unity
Two: Number of Witness (See Deut. 19:15, John 8:17)
Three: Divine Number
Four: Earth Number
Five, Ten: Completeness
Six: Number of Man
Seven: Perfection, Completeness
Eight: New Beginnings or Rebirth
Twelve: Government Number



Outline: 

I. Introduction (1:1-18)
II. Vision of the Risen Lord (1:9-20)
III. Letters to the Seven Churches (2-3)
IV. Throne Room of Heaven (4)
V. Jesus is Worthy to Open the Scroll (God’s Plan for the End of Time) (5)
VI. Opening of the Seven Seals (6-9, 11:15-19)
      A.  1st Seal: Anti-Christ rises to power.
      B.  2nd Seal: Anti-Christ rages war.
      C.  3rd Seal: Effects of War
      D.  4th Seal: Death (25% of earth is wiped out)
      E.  5th Seal: Christian Martyrs
      F.  6th Seal: Cosmic Disturbances
      G.  7th Seal: Seven Trumpets
             1.  Trumpets 1-4: God’s Judgement on the Earth
             2.  Trumpets 5-6: The Gates of Hell are unleashed.
             3.  Trumpet 7: The Second Coming of Christ and Final Judgement
VII.  Reemergence of Israel (11)
VIII. The Remainder of the book gives a more detailed recap and reasoning behind chapters 6-9.
  A.  Persecution of Israel by Satan (12)
 B.  The Biography of the Anti-Christ (13)
 C.  Decision Time (Follow Jesus or the Anti-Christ), (14)
 D.  The Seven Bowls of Wrath equals the Seven Trumpets (15-16)
 E.  All false religions will be consumed by the Anti-Christ.  The Anti-Christ will become  
 false religion. (17), (The woman in ch. 17 represents false religion)
 F.  Anti-Christ’s Kingdom Destroyed (18), (Babylon represents the Kingdom of the 
 Anti-Christ)
 G.  Christ’s Second Coming and the Great White Throne Judgement (19-20)
 H.  Description of Heaven (21-22)





Session 1
Revelation 1:1-9



Revelation
Session 1

1.  What is the revelation about?

Events that soon must take place.

2.  Who is the revelation from?

God

3.  How did God make known the revelation?

God is sending His angel to His servant John.

4.  What is the promise concerning the book of Revelation found in v. 5?

Who reads, listens, and takes to heart the words of the prophecy will be blessed.

5.  The book of Revelation is a letter.  Who was the letter written to?

Seven Churches in Asia

6.  Who does the phrase "who is, and who was, who is to come" speaking of?

God

7.  Read Exodus 3:13-14.  What new aspect of God's personal name is revealed in v. 4?

God is not just a God of the past and present; God is a God of the future who has everything 
planned out.

8.  In v. 4, who does the phrase "seven spirits before his throne" represent?  See Isaiah 11.

The Holy Spirit

9.  In v. 5, who is the final person mentioned in John's greeting to the seven churches?

Jesus Christ



10.  In v. 5, how is Jesus described?

Faithful Witness, Firstborn of the Dead, Rulers of the Kings of the Earth, the one who loves and 
freed us from sin by His blood.

11.  What has Jesus made us to be?

A Kingdom and priests to serve God

12.  What does v. 7 say about Jesus?

He is coming again.  Every eyes will see Him, and the world will mourn because of Him.

13.  How is God described in v. 8?

The Alpha and Omega

14.  How does John describe himself in v. 9?

A brother and companion in suffering

15.  Where was John when he wrote the book of Revelation?

The Island of Patmos



Revelation
Session 1: Supporting Verses

Him who is, and who was, and who is to come (v. 4) 

Exodus 3:13-14   Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”   God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 

Seven Spirits before His throne (v. 4)

Isaiah 11:2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

Faithful Witness (v. 5)

John 3:32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 

John 8:14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from 
and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.

John 8:18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”

Firstborn from the Dead, Rulers of the kings of the earth (v. 5)

Psalm 89:27 I will also appoint him my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth. 

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 

To Him Who Loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood (v. 5)

John 10:11  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

I Corinthians 6:20 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

He is coming in the clouds, every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. (v. 7)

Daniel 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,



Session 2
Revelation 1:10-20



Revelation
Session 2: Questions

1.  What day is it when John begins to see the visions of Revelation?

The Lord’s Day

2.  What did John hear?

A loud voice like a trumpet

3.  What did the voice say to John?

Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the Seven Churches

4.  As John turned to see the voice what did he see?

He saw seven golden lampstands and among the lampstands was one like the son of man.

5.  In verses 13-16, we get a description of the one “like the son of man.”

6.  In v. 13, describe the robe and sash.

The robe reached down to his feet with a golden sash around his chest.

7.  In v. 14, describe the head, hair, and eyes of the one like the son of man.

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire

8.  In v. 15, describe his feet and voice.

His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing wind.

9.  In v. 16, describe what was in His right hand and what came out of his mouth.

In his right hand he held seven stars and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.

10.  In v. 16, describe his face.

His face was the like the sun shining in all its brilliance.



11.  In v. 17, what is John’s response to the one whom he had just seen?

John fell at his feet as though dead.

12.  How did Jesus reassure John in v. 17-18?  

He placed his right hand on John and told him not to be afraid.

13.  What titles did Jesus use in v. 17-18?

I am the first and the last.  I am the Living One.  I was dead and I am alive for ever.

14.  What keys does Jesus hold?

I hold the keys of death and Hades.

15.  In v. 19, what did Jesus tell John to do?

Write what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.

16.  What do the seven stars represent?

angels of the seven churches.

17.  What do the seven lampstands represent?

The seven churches.



Revelation: Session 2
Supporting Verses

The Lord’s Day

Acts 20:7  Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 

In the Spirit

Ezekiel 3:12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a great thunderous voice: 
“Blessed is the glory of the LORD from His place!” 

2Corinthians 12:2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the 
third heaven. 

Long Robe and with a Golden Sash

Philippians 2:10-11 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 
those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Head and Hair were White like Wool: 

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson,They shall be as 
wool.” 

Daniel 7:9 I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His 
garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool.  His throne was a fiery 
flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 

His Eyes Like a Blazing Flame

Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open 
to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 



His Voice like the Sound of Cascading Waters: 

Ezekiel 43:2 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His voice 
was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory. 

Psalms 29:3-5, 7-9  
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
The God of glory thunders;
The LORD is over many waters. 
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
The voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars,
Yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon. 
The voice of the LORD divides the flames of fire. 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
The LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth,
And strips the forests bare;
And in His temple everyone says, “Glory!” 

John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves 
will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

From His Mouth came a Sharp Two Edged Sword

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

His Face was Shining like the Sun: 

Matthew 17:2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes 
became as white as the light. 



Session 3
Revelation 2



Revelation
Session 3: Questions

1.  To whom is the first letter written?

To the angel at the church of Ephesus

2.  According to verse 1, who is writing to the church of Ephesus and how is he described?

Jesus: Who holds the Seven Stars in his right and walks among the seven golden lamp stands

3.  What were some of the good things that the church of Ephesus was doing?  

Your hard work, your perseverance.  You can not tolerate wicked men.  You have tested those 
who claim to be apostles and found them to be false.  You have persevered and endured 
hardships for My name, and have not grown weary.

4.  What did Jesus hold against the church of Ephesus?

The church had forsaken its first love.

5.  According to verses 5 & 7, what must the church do to overcome their sin?

Repent, "Let Him Hear?"

6.  In verse 7, what is promised to those who overcome?

The right to eat from the tree of Life, which is in the paradise of God.

7.  In verse 8, to whom is the second letter written?

To the angel at the church of Smyrna.

8.  How is Jesus described in v. 8?

The First and the Last, who died and came to life again.

9.  What did Jesus know about the church?

He knew their afflictions and poverty.  He knows the slander of those who say they are Jews and 
are not, but a synagogue of Satan.  



10.  According to v. 10, what was about to happen to the church?

The church was about to suffer.  The devil will put some in the church in prison to test them, and 
the church would suffer persecution for 10 days.

11.  If those in the church were faithful, what was their reward?

The Crown of Life

12.  In v. 11, what was promised for those who overcame Satan and persecution?

They would not be hurt in the second death.

13.  According to v. 12, the next letter is written to whom?

The Church in Pergamum

14.  How is Jesus described in v. 14? 

Who has the sharp, double edged sword

15.  What compliments did Jesus have for the church of Pergamum? 

You remain true to my name.  You did not renounce your faith in the days of Antipas.

16.  What did Jesus have against the church of Pergamum?

You have people who hold to the teachings of Balaam, who taught the Israelites to sin by eating 
food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.  You also have some who hold to 
teaching of the Nicolaitans.

(Balaam: Sexual Immorality and food sacrificed to idols.  Nicolatians: License to Sin, It's OK to 
profess Christ and worship false gods.  It's Ok to profess Christ and live in immorally.)

17.  What is the warning in v. 16?

Repent or be judged by the Word of God

18.  In v. 17, what is promised to those who overcome?

I will give some of the hidden manna.  I will also give him a white stone with a new name written 
on it.



(Mana: represents eternal life.  White Stone: Invitation to Heaven)

19.  According to v. 18, to whom was the fourth letter written?

The church in Thyatira

20.  How is Jesus described in v. 18?

Eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze

21.  What compliments did Jesus have for the church?

Their deed, love, faith, service and perseverance.  Did more than they did at first.

22.  What did Jesus have against the church of Thyatira?

They tolerated a prophetess referred to as Jezebel who misled believers into sexual immorality 
and food sacrificed to idols.

23.  What warning do we find in v. 21-22?

This prophetess is unwilling to repent, and she is about to be cast on a bed of suffering, and her 
children will experience the same fate.

24.  In v. 26-28, what is the reward for those who overcome?

Joint Rulers with Jesus, the morning star.



Revelation
Session 3: Supporting Verses

Tree of Life

Gen. 3:22  Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know 
good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”

Rev. 22:2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. 

Rev. 22:14  Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 

The Crown of Life

James 1:12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

Hidden Mana

Psalm 78:24-25  Had rained down manna on them to eat, And given them of the bread of 
heaven.  Men ate angels’ food;  He sent them food to the full. 

John 6:32-33 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the 
bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread of God 
is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

John 6:48-51 I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  
This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.  I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and 
the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”

Jezebel

1Kings 16:31-33 And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of 
the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him.  Then he set up an altar for 
Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.  And Ahab made a wooden image. 
Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were 
before him. 



Bed of Suffering

2Kings 9:33 Then he said, “Throw her down.” So they threw her down, and some of her blood 
spattered on the wall and on the horses; and he trampled her underfoot. 

The Morning Star

2Pet. 1:19  And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 

Rev. 22:16  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the 
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”



Session 4
Revelation 3



Revelation
Session 4 Questions

1.  As chapter 3 opens, which church is the fifth letter written to?

Sardis

2.  In v. 1, what is the description of Jesus?

Who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars

3.  What compliments are given to the church of Sardis?

None

4.  What did Jesus have against the church of Sardis?

Have a reputation of being alive but are dead

5.  Beginning in v. 2, what does Jesus tell the church to do?

Wake Up, Strengthen what remains, Remember what you have received and heard and obey it 
and repent.

6.  What is the warning in v. 3?

I will come like a thief in the night

7.  In v. 5, what is the reward for those who overcome?

They will be dressed in white.  I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but I will 
acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.

8.  In v. 7, to whom is the next letter written?

The Church of Philadelphia

9.  In v. 7, what is the description of Jesus?

Him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David



10.  What criticism did Jesus have for the church of Philadelphia?

None

11.  According to v. 8, what did the church of Philadelphia have from Jesus?

An open door that no one could shut.

12.  In v. 8-10, what commendation did Jesus have for the church?

You have kept my Word and not denied my name.  You have kept my command and endured 
patiently.

13.  In v. 10, what promise did the church receive from Jesus?

I will keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those 
who live on earth.  

14.  What did Jesus say to the church in v. 11?  

I am coming soon.

15.  According to v. 12, what is the reward for those who overcome?

I will make him a pillar in the temple of God.  I will write on him the name of my God and the 
name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem which is coming down out of Heaven from my God.  I 
will also write on him my new name.  

16.  To whom was the last letter written? 

Church of Laodicea

17.  What is the description of Jesus in v. 14?

The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation

18.  What complements did Jesus give the church?

None

19.  What did Jesus have against the church?



They were lukewarm -- neither hot nor cold.  You say, "I am rich, I have required wealth and do 
not need anything.  But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.  

20.  In v. 18, what advice did Jesus have for the church?

Buy gold from me that is refined in the fire so that you can be rich and white clothes to wear, so 
you can cover your shameful nakedness, and salve to put on your eyes so you can see.

21.  What do we see about the heart of Jesus in v. 19?

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.

22.  In v. 19-20, what did Jesus say to church?

Repent and Let me in.

23.  According to v. 21, what is the reward for those who overcome?

I will give the right to sin with me on my throne. 



Revelation 4
Supporting Verses

Clothed in White

Matthew 22:11-13  “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did 
not have on a wedding garment.  So he said to him, “Friend, how did you come in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the servants, “Bind him hand 
and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’

The Keys of David

Isaiah 22:22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; So he shall open, and no 
one shall shut; And he shall shut, and no one shall open. 

The Ruler of God’s Creation

Colossians 1:15-18 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by 
Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him 
and for Him.   And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.   And He is the head of 
the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that



Profile of 
the Seven
Churches



Profile of the Seven Churches

The Church of Ephesus

The City of Ephesus: The first and greatest metropolis of Asia
1.  Ephesus was the Gateway of Asia (Greatest Harbor in Asia, Highway to Rome)
2.  Ephesus had an important political distinction.  (Free City) It was honor conferred upon a city  
because of their services to the Empire.  A free city was self-governing and exempt from having 
Roman soldiers garrisoned there.
3.  Ephesus was the center of worship for the goddess Artemis.
4.  Ephesus was a notorious center for pagan superstition.
5.  Ephesus had a diverse population. 

The Church of Ephesus
1.  Paul stayed longer in Ephesus than any other city.
2.  Timothy was pastor at Ephesus.
3.  Aquila, Priscilla, and Apollos were associated with the church of Ephesus.
4.  The disciple John was later a leading figure in the church at Ephesus.  

Title for Jesus: Holds the Sevens Stars in His Hands

Compliments to the Church:

1.  Their work and labor were good. 
2.  Their doctrine was pure.  (v.2, 6)  
3.  Endured hardships.  (v. 3, Acts 19, Riots in Ephesus during Paul’s ministry)

Criticism of the Church: Don’t Love Me as You Did at First

Steps to Recovery

1.  Spiritual Perception   (“Ears let him Hear.”)
2.  Repentance (Confession and Change)
3.  Overcome 

Reward for Overcoming: I will give to eat from the Tree of Life, in the paradise of God.



The Church of Smyrna

The City of Smyrna:
1.  The city was located 40 miles north of Ephesus.
2.  The city was nicknamed the Crown of Asia.
3.  The city was designated a free city in the Roman empire.
4.  The city was loyal to Rome and to Caesar Worship.
5.  The city was a center of science and medicine.
6.  The city was known for its fine wines, beautiful buildings, and wealth.

Title for Jesus Christ: The First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life

The Sufferings of the Smyrna Church

1. Afflictions
2. Economic Hardships
3. Slander

The Source of the Suffering: Jews

Encouraging Words:
1. Don’t Fear 
2. Be loyal.  
3. Look to the Heavenly Reward (v. 10)

Reward for Overcoming: The Crown of Life, Not See the Second Death

The Church of Pergamum

The City of Pergamum:
1.  The city was located 65 miles North of Smyrna.
2.  The city was the capital of Asia. (Piny: Referred to Pergamum as the most famous city in 

Asia.)
3.  The city had one of the largest libraries in the world with over 200,000 volumes.
4.  The city was given the rare power of capital punishment.  (Right of the Sword)
5.  The city regarded itself as the custodian of the Greek way of life and Greek worship.
6.  The city was the first in Asia to build a temple to the Roman ruler.
7.  The city was a model of Greco-Roman culture.

Title for Jesus: The One who has the sharp, double-edged sword.



Compliment: Faithful in time of Persecution (v. 13)

Criticism of the Church: Compromising the Word

Reward for Overcoming: Manna and a White Stone with a New Name

The Church of Thyatira

The City of Thyatira:
1.  The city was the least significant of the seven cities mentioned in Revelation 2-3.
2.  The city was located along the road connecting Pergamum and Sardis.
3.  The city had no religious significance.
4.  The city was an industrial center with numerous trade guilds.
5.  Lydia (Acts 16) was a native of Thyatira.

Title for Jesus: Who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass

Compliments to the Church:
A.  Service produced by love.  
B.  Perseverance produced by faith.

Criticism of the Church: Led Astray by a Prophetess

Reward for Overcoming: Joint Rulers with Jesus and the Morning Star

The Church of Sardis

The City of Sardis:
1.  The city of Sardis was known for its wealth and rich history.
2.  The city of Sardis was an important industrial center that included the manufacture of woolen 

and dyed goods.
3.  The city of Sardis had a temple to the Greek goddess Artemis.
4.  After an earthquake in AD 17, the city of Sardis declined.

William Ramsay: No city of Asia at that time showed such a melancholy contrast between past 
splendor and present decay as Sardis.

Title for Jesus: Holding the Seven Spirits and the Seven Stars
Compliments: None



Most of the seven churches are complimented for some action of the faith, some good that is 
happening in the church, not the church of Sardis.  There is no compliment.  I think that goes 
along way in revealing the spiritual health of this church.  No compliment.

Condemnation: You are dead.

Commands:
1.  Wake Up
2.  Strengthen what remains.
3.  Remember
4.  Keep (obey)
5.  Repent

Reward for Overcoming: Clothed in White, Name not Erased from the Book of Life, 
Acknowledged by Jesus before His Father in Heaven.

The Church of Philadelphia

The City of Philadelphia
1.  It was the youngest of the seven cities.
2.  It was a “City of Earthquakes.”

Title for Jesus: He who is holy, He who is true, ‘He who has the key of David, He who opens 
and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.

Criticism: None

Compliments (v. 8)

1.  Obedience: “You have kept my Word.”
2.  Faithfulness: “You have not denied by Name.”

Result: The Church of Philadelphia was small but God granted them an open door for ministry 
and missions.

Reward: Make him a pillar in the temple of my God.  I will write on him the name of my God 
and the name of the city of my God, the New Jerusalem.



The Church of Laodicea

The City of Laodicia
1.  Laodicia was a wealthy and flourishing commercial city.
2.  Laodicia was a center of banking operations.
3.  Laodicia was known for their clothing made from black dye.
4.  Laodicia was also known for a special ointment known as Phrygian powder that cured eye 

defects.
5.  Laodicia had a large Jewish population.
6.  Laodicia was a center for pagan worship.

Title for Jesus Christ: The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the Originator of God’s creation

Compliments: None

The Lukewarm Church (15-16)

1.  The church was ineffective.

One side of Laodicia was hot water.  On the other side of Laodicia was cold water.  In Laodicia, 
they didn’t have hot or cold water.  Laodicia had lukewarm water and compared to the hot water 
at Hierapolis and the cold water at Collosi, the water at Laodica was good for nothing.  It was 
ineffective.  It didn’t bring refreshment.  It didn’t bring healing.  When Jesus says that the church 
of Laodicia is lukewarm, it has nothing to do with being hot nor cold spiritually; rather, it has to 
do with their effectiveness.  

2.  The church was self-sufficient.  (v. 17)

The Prescription for Overcoming:
1.  You need a faith that glorifies God instead of self.
2.  You need to be dressed in my clothes not yours.

Reward for Overcoming: I will give him the right to sit with me on my throne.
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The Gathering of the Church or the Rapture

V. 1 is critical in understanding and forming your view of Revelation.

Futurist Views of Revelation:

1.  Pre-Millennialist: View holds that the rapture of the church and the Great Tribulation will 
take place before the Millennial reign of Christ.  

2.  Post-Millennialist: View holds that Christ will return to earth after a Golden Age 
(Millennium)  

3. A-millennialist:  View holds that the Millennium is symbolic for the church age which we are 
already in.

Verses on the Rapture

John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My 
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

1Corinthians 15:51-53 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 



Similarities between John’s Experience and the Rapture

1.  Heaven is Open to Receive God’s Child
2. Voice like a Trumpet
3. Sudden Event
4. Comes at the End of the Church Section
5. Signals the beginning of impending judgment

Evidence that Supports the Rapture at Revelation 4:1

1.  The anti-Christ and the Great Tribulation come at the end of time.

Daniel 9:26  “And after the sixty-two weeks
 Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;
 And the people of the prince who is to come
 Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
 The end of it shall be with a flood,
 And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
Daniel 9:27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
 But in the middle of the week
 He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
 And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate,
 Even until the consummation, which is determined,
 Is poured out on the desolate.” 

Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand),

Matthew 24:21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.

2.  The Holy Spirit must be removed before the Anti-Christ can be revealed.

See 1 Thessalonians 2:3-12

3.  The 24 elders are jointly ruling with Jesus before the rest of Revelation unfolds.

A.  The number 12 or multiples of 12 represent the government of God.

Revelation 2:26  And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 
power over the nation.



Revelation 3:21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

B.  The white clothes and crowns upon their head represent the redeemed of the Lord who have 
received their reward in Heaven.

Revelation 3:5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his 
name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation 
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
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Revelation 4

Much of chapter 4 focuses on the glory of God.  The scene of Heaven can be compared to the 
temple of the Old Testament.

1.  What was the first thing that John saw in Heaven?

A throne with someone sitting on it.

2.  What was the appearance of the One sitting on the throne?

He had the appearance of jasper and carnelian.

3.  What encircled the throne?  

A Rainbow.

4.  According to v. 4, who surrounded the throne?

The 24 thrones of the 24 elders

5.  How are the 24 elders described? 

They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads

6.  Who are the 24 Elders?

The Redeemed of the Lord (Raptured Church)

7.  What is the description of the throne in v. 5?

From the throne came flashes of lightening, rumblings, and peals of thunder.  Before the throne, 
seven lamps were blazing.

8.  Who do the seven lamps represent?

The Holy Spirit



9.  According to v. 6, what was also before the throne? 

What looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal

10.  Who was in the center around the throne?

The Four Living Creatures

11.  How are the four living creatures described in v. 6?

They were covered with eyes, in front and in back

12.  How is the first living creature described?

Like a lion

13.  How is the second living creature described?

Like an ox

14.  How is the third living creature described?

Face of a Man

15.  How is the fourth living creature described?

Like a Flying Eagle

16.  According to verse 8, how else are the four living creatures described?

Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under 
his wings.  

17.  What do the 24 elders do night and day?

Sing Praises to God

18.  In response to the praises of the four living creatures, what do the 24 elders do?

Fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him.  They lay their crowns before the 
throne and sing praises to God.



Revelation: Session 6
Supporting Verses

Rainbow

Genesis 9:11-3 Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  And God said: 
“This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature 
that is with you, for perpetual generations: I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the 
sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.”

24 Elders (24 Priests Serving in the Temple)

1Chronicles 24:3-5 Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of 
Ithamar, divided them according to the schedule of their service.  There were more leaders found 
of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar, and thus they were divided. Among the sons of 
Eleazar were sixteen heads of their fathers’ houses, and eight heads of their fathers’ houses 
among the sons of Ithamar.  Thus they were divided by lot, one group as another, for there were 
officials of the sanctuary and officials of the house of God, from the sons of Eleazar and from the 
sons of Ithamar. 

Crystal Sea (Water Basin in Temple)

Exodus 30:18 “You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. 
You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, 

Four Living Creatures (Veil of the Temple)

Exodus 26:31 “You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven 
linen. It shall be woven with an artistic design of cherubim.”

For more verses on the Four Living Creatures see Ezekiel 1.
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Revelation 5

1.  What did John see as chapter 5 opens?

John saw in the right hand of him who sits on the throne a scroll

2.  How does this connect to chapter 4?

Chapter 4 is about the glory of the One sitting on the Throne (God)

3.  How is the scroll described?

Had writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals

4.  What does the scroll represent?  See Daniel 12:9.

God’s plan for the end of time.

5.  What did the mighty angel proclaim in v. 2?

Who is worthy to break open the seals and open the scroll

6.  Why does John weep in v. 4?  

No one in Heaven and earth is found worthy to open the scroll

7.  But what did one of the elders say to John in v. 6? 

Do not weep!  See the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.  He is able to 
open the scroll and its seven seals.

8.  What did John see in v. 6?

John saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne?

9.  Who is the Lamb? See 1 Kings 2:45, John 1:29

Jesus



10.  Who is Jesus encircled by?

The Four Living Creatures and the 24 Elders

11.  How is the lamb described at the end of v. 6?

Seven Horns (Perfect Rule) and Seven Eyes (Seven Spirits, Holy Spirit)

12.  What did the Lamb do in v. 7?

He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

13.  According to v. 8, what happens when the Lamb takes the scroll?

The four living creature and the twenty four elders fell down before the Lamb.  

14.  What did each of the living creatures and elders have?

Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense.

15.  What did the incense represent?

The prayers of the saints.

16.  In verses 9-10, what did the Living Creatures and elders do next?

They sang a new song to the Lord

17.  Describe the scene in verses 11-12.

John heard the voices of tens of thousands angels praising Jesus.

18.  Describe the scene in verse 13-14?

Every living creature sings the praises of God and Jesus.

*God is finally getting the praise that He deserves.



Supporting Verses
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The Scroll with Seven Seals

Dan. 12:9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end.

Lion of Judah

Genesis 49:9-10 Judah is a lion’s whelp;
 From the prey, my son, you have gone up.
 He bows down, he lies down as a lion;
 And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 
 The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
 Nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
 Until Shiloh comes;
 And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.

The Root of David

Isaiah 11:10 “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,
 Who shall stand as a banner to the people;
 For the Gentiles shall seek Him,
 And His resting place shall be glorious.

1Kings 2:45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established 
before the LORD forever.” 

The Lamb

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world!

Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
 Yet He opened not His mouth;
 He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,
 And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
 So He opened not His mouth.



Session 8
Revelation 6:1-5



Revelation
Session 8: Questions

Revelation 6:1-5

1.  What does John watch as chapter 6 begins?

John watches the lamb open the first of the seven seals.

2.  How is the seven seals connected to chapter 5?

A scroll in Heaven with seven seals.  The scroll represents God’s plan for the end of time.

3.  According to v. 1, what is the voice like of one of the four living creatures?  

Thunder

4.  What does thunder symbolize?

Judgement

5.  What happens when the first seal is opened?

I looked and before me was a white horse

6.  How is the rider of the white horse described?

The rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 
conquest

7. Who and what is the symbolism of the rider and the white horse?  See Revelation 19:11.

Someone, the Anti-Christ is imitating Jesus.  The Anti-Christ will be viewed as a Messianic 
figure. (See Matthew 24:4-5)

8.  What is significant about the description of the bow?  See Daniel 8:25

A bow with no arrows.  The anti-Christ is coming in peace and diplomacy.



9.  What does the crown symbolize?

Dominion and Power

10.  What is the intent of the anti-Christ? See the last phrase in v. 2.

He rises in peace but his intent is to conquer.

11.  What happens in verse 3?

The Lamb opens the second seal

12.  What happens when the second seal is opened?

A fiery red horse comes out

13.  What is the description of the rider of the fiery red horse?

The rider was given the power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other.  To 
him was given a large sword.

13.  What is significant about the color red in Revelation?  See Revelation 12:3.

Red is associated with Satan.  The anti-Christ comes imitating Jesus but his true nature is 
revealed.

14.  What is the significance of the large sword given to the rider of the Red Horse?

A policy change for the Anti-Christ -- he no longer comes in peace.  He is now conquering with 
bloodshed and war.  (See Matthew 24:6-7)

15.  In v. 5, what happens with the opening of the third seal?

John looked and saw a black horse

17.  How is the rider of the black horse described?

The rider was holding a pair of scales.



18.  What are the words of the Four Living Creatures associated with the Third Seal?

A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not 
damage the oil and wine.

19.  What is the significance of the Third Seal and words of the Living Creatures?

Economic Upheaval: Famine and poverty (See Matthew 24:7)
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The White Horse

Revelation 19:11(NKJV) Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat 
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 

The Bow

Daniel 8:25 (KJV) And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and 
he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up 
against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. 

Red Horse

Revelation 12:3 (NKJV) And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.



Matthew 24

Matt. 24:3 ¶ Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of 

the age?” 

Matt. 24:4 ¶ And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you.

Matt. 24:5 For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.

Matt. 24:6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all 

these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

Matt. 24:7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 

famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.

Matt. 24:8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Matt. 24:9 ¶ “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by 

all nations for My name’s sake.

Matt. 24:10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.

Matt. 24:11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

Matt. 24:12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

Matt. 24:13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

Matt. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all 

the nations, and then the end will come.

Matt. 24:15 ¶ “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 

Matt. 24:16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.



Matt. 24:21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 

the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.

Matt. 24:22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s 

sake those days will be shortened.

Matt. 24:23 ¶ “Then if anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe 

it.

Matt. 24:24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect.

Matt. 24:25 See, I have told you beforehand.

Matt. 24:26 ¶ “Therefore if they say to you, “Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, 

He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.

Matt. 24:27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the 

coming of the Son of Man be.

Matt. 24:28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.

Matt. 24:29 ¶ “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken.

Matt. 24:30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 

and great glory.
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Revelation 6:7-16

1.  Let’s Review.  What’s the symbolism behind the First Seal?

The Rise of the Anti-Christ

2.  What’s the symbolism behind the Second Seal?

The War Policies of the Anti-Christ

3.  What’s the symbolism behind the Third Seal?

Economic Calamities of War

4.  What happens when the Fourth Seal is opened?

 A Pale Horse 

5.  How is the rider of the Fourth Seal described?

It’s rider was named Death and Hades was close behind.  They were given power over a fourth 
of the earth to kill by sword, famine, plague, and wild beast

6.  What does the term “Hades” mean?

Place of the Dead

7.  What is the symbolism behind the Fourth Seal?  See Matthew 24:7

With the Anti-Christ comes the Great Tribulation

The first four seals are not four different pictures.  The first four seals are one picture pointing to 
the Ant-Christ.

8.  Why would anyone want to follow the Anti-Christ? See Daniel 8:23-25

He has his power in Satan.  He is cunning and deceptive.



9.  What happens with the opening of the Fifth Seal?

On the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the Word of God and the testimony 
they had maintained.

10.  Who are these martyred souls?

They represented Christian martyrs through the ages.  

11.  What do we learn from v. 10?

God will judge the earth not just for sin.  But the world will be judged to avenge the death of 
Christians.

12.  In v. 11, what do we learn about Christianity and the fate of Christian believers during the 
Great Tribulation?

Christianity does not end with rapture.  People will be saved during the Great Tribulation.  
These Christians will be killed. (See Matthew 24)

13.  What happens with the sixth seal is opened?

There was a great earthquake.  The sun turned black like sackcloth, the whole moon turned to 
blood, and stars of the sky fell to earth.  The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every 
mountain and island was removed from its place.

Compare the events of the sixth seal to Matthew 24:21-29, Joel 2:20-31

15.  How does the world respond to these cosmic disturbances?

They realize that the wrath of God is upon the world and men hide from God.
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Questions

Revelation 7

Let’s spend the first few questions recapping what we have seen in Revelation the previous two 
weeks.

1.  In Revelation 5, what does the scroll represent?  How many seals were on the scroll?

The scroll represents God’s plan for the end of time.  There are seven seals on the scroll 
representing God’s complete and perfect plan for the end of time.

2.  In Revelation 6, what are the first four seals a picture of?

Ant-Christ

3.  In Revelation 6, what is significant about the fifth seal?

The reasons for God’s Judgement on the world.  Mentions future Christians martyrs  

4.  What do we see with the sixth seal?  

Cosmic Disturbances

In chapter 7, we get a break in between the sixth and seventh seal.

5.  What does John see as chapter seven begins?

He saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth holding the four winds of the earth, 
that the wind should not blow on earth, on the sea, or on any tree. (It’s about to go to bad from 
worse)

6.  Next, John sees an angel ascending from the east.  What did the angel say to the angels to 
whom had been granted to harm the earth, the sea, and the trees.

Do not harm the earth, the sea, and the tree until we have sealed the servants of God

7.  What is the number of the sealed servants and who are they?

144,000 of Israel



8.  Are Jews really saved?  See Genesis 12:1-3, Romans 11:26-27

John Stott refers to Gen. 12:1-3 as perhaps the most unifying verses of the whole Bible because 
these verses set the stage for everything that will happen from Gen. 12 through the Book of 
Revelation.  God’s covenant with Abraham was an everlasting covenant.  The covenant God 
made with Abraham was the promise of a seed, a nation, land, and divine blessing/protection.  
This covenant with Abraham is unconditional and will find it’s ultimate fulfillment with salvation 
for Israel.  That is what we finally see in Revelation 7.

Beginning in Romans 9, Paul shares his heartache about Israel rejecting the Gospel.  Paul talks 
about how God is a just God against His people of Israel.  Then, Paul makes his way to Romans 
11, and Paul says that God’s rejection of Israel is not final.

9.  What does it mean that the 144,000 will be sealed?

In ancient times, a seal stood for three things: possession, protection, and preservation

10.  Beginning in v. 9, we get a second scene in Revelation 7.  Describe this scene.

A great multitude which no one could number, of all the nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne.

11.  How was this great multitude clothed?  And what does this tell us about the Great Multitude?

They were dressed in white which signifies the garments of Heaven

12.  What is the great multitude doing? Compare this to Leviticus 23:40-43

With palm branches in their hands, the Great Multitude are saying with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.  

13.  In v. 13, what question was asked?

Who are these arrayed in white robes and where did they come from.

14.  What was the answer given to John?

These are the one who came out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb



15.  Do people experienced salvation during the Great Tribulation at the end of the age?  See 
Acts 2:20-21

Yes

16.  Notice the description in v. 15-17 related to this Great Multitude saved during the Great 
Tribulation.
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Supporting Verses

Israel sealed

Gen. 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram:
 “Get out of your country,
 From your family
 And from your father’s house,
 To a land that I will show you. 
Gen. 12:2  I will make you a great nation;
 I will bless you
 And make your name great;
 And you shall be a blessing. 
Gen. 12:3  I will bless those who bless you,
 And I will curse him who curses you;
 And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Rom. 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
 “The Deliverer will come out of Zion,
 And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;
Rom. 11:27  For this is My covenant with them,
 When I take away their sins.”

Saved of the Great Tribulation

Acts 2:20  The sun shall be turned into darkness,
 And the moon into blood,
 Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 
Acts 2:21  And it shall come to pass
 That whoever calls on the name of the LORD
 Shall be saved.’
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Revelation 8



Revelation: Session 11
Questions

Revelation 8

Let’s take a moment to review the 70 Weeks of Prophecy of Daniel 9 and establish a timeline for 
Revelation that will aid in the remaining weeks of our study.

1.  What happens at chapter 8 opens?

The seventh seal is opened

2.  What is Heaven’s response to the seventh seal being opened?

Heaven is silent.

3.  What was given to the seven angels who stand before God?

Seven Trumpets

4.  What happens in v. 3?

Another angel who had a golden censor came stood before the altar.  The angel was given much 
incense to burn.

5.  What does the incense represent?  

prayers of the saints

6.  According to v. 5, what did the angel do with the censor?

He filled with fire from the altar and hurled it toward earth, and there came peals of thunder, 
rumblings, flashes of lightening, and an earthquake.

7.  What does this all represent?

Judgement

8.  According to v. 7, what happens when the first trumpet is sounded?

There came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth.



9.  What is the result of the first trumpet?

A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass 
was burned up

10.  What is the meaning behind the first trumpet?  See Isaiah 40:6-7, Compare the fractions of 
Revelation 6:7-8 to Revelation 8:7

God is judging the people of the world.  God’s judgement is getting more severe.

11.  What happens when the second trumpet is sounded?  

Something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. 

12.  What is the results of the second trumpet?

A third of the sea is turned into blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third 
of the ships were destroyed.

13.  What is the meaning behind the second trumpet?  See Isaiah 57:20-21

God is judging the wicked.

14.  What happens when the third trumpet is sounded?

A great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of 
water.

15.  What was the name of the star?  And what did it do?

The name of the star is Wormwood.  A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died 
from the waters that became bitter.

16.  What is the meaning behind the third trumpet?

God is judging the wicked.

17.  What happens when the fourth trumpet is sounded?

A third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and third of the stars, so that a third of them 
turned dark.  A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.



18.  What is the meaning behind the fourth trumpet?

Symbolizes God’s judgement

19.  What is the warning as chapter 8 comes to a close?

Woe, Woe, to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by 
the other three angels. 
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First Trumpet

Is. 40:6-7 The voice said, “Cry out!” And he said, “What shall I cry?” “All flesh is grass, And all its 
loveliness is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the 
LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 

Second Trumpet

Is. 57:20-21 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt.  “There is no peace,” Says my God, “for the wicked.” 

Fourth Trumpet

Is. 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes,
 Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger,
 To lay the land desolate;
 And He will destroy its sinners from it. 
Is. 13:10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations
 Will not give their light;
 The sun will be darkened in its going forth,
 And the moon will not cause its light to shine. 
Is. 13:11 “I will punish the world for its evil,
 And the wicked for their iniquity;
 I will halt the arrogance of the proud,
 And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 

Joel 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion,
 And sound an alarm in My holy mountain!
 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble;
 For the day of the LORD is coming,
 For it is at hand: 
Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and gloominess,
 A day of clouds and thick darkness,

Joel 2:10 The earth quakes before them,
 The heavens tremble;
 The sun and moon grow dark,
 And the stars diminish their brightness.

Joel 3:15 The sun and moon will grow dark,
 And the stars will diminish their brightness. 
Joel 3:16 The LORD also will roar from Zion,
 And utter His voice from Jerusalem;
 The heavens and earth will shake;
 But the LORD will be a shelter for His people,
 And the strength of the children of Israel.
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Revelation: Session 12
Questions

Revelation 9

Let’s spend a few minutes recapping our study of Revelation.

1.  In chapter 5, John sees a scroll in Heaven.  What does the scroll represent?

God’s plan for the end of time

2.  How many seals are on the scroll?

Seven

3.  What do the first four scrolls have to do with?

The Rise and Reign of the Anti-Christ

4.  What do we see with the fifth seal?

Insight into why God is judging the world.

5.  What happens with the opening of the sixth seal?

Cosmic Disturbances

6.  In chapter 7, we great a break in the action.  What is significant about chapter 7?

Israel is saved and sealed

7.  In chapter 8, what do we see with the opening of the seventh seal?

Seven Trumpet Judgements

8.  What did the first four trumpet represent?

God’s judgement on the world

Let’s dig into chapter 9 and learn more about the trumpet judgement.  



9.  What happened when the fifth trumpet is sounded?

John saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth

10.  What was the star given?

The key to the Abyss

11.  Who does the star represent?  See Luke 10:18 & Isaiah 14:12

Satan

12.  Look at Luke 10:18 for a little more insight on the abyss.

13.  What happened when the abyss was opened?

Smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace.  The sun and sky were darkened by 
the smoke from the Abyss

14.  What came out of the smoke from the abyss?

Locusts came down upon the the earth and were given power like that of the scorpions of the 
earth.  

15.  What were the locusts told?

They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who 
did not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

16.  What else do we learn about the locusts in v. 5?

They were not given the power to kill but only to torture them for five months.  And the agony 
they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man.

17.  What do people desire in v. 6?

They desire death, but they will not find it.  (Scorpion sting was not deadly, but the pain and 
torment from getting bit was almost unbearable.)



18.  Beginning in v. 7, how are the locusts described?

 Something like a Crown of God on their Head
 Faces Resembled Humans
 Hair was like woman’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth
 Breastplates like breastplates of iron
 Sound of their wing like thundering horses and chariots
 Tails that sting like scorpions

19.  How long did they have the power to torment?

Five Months

20.  What is significant about the figure five months?

Locusts had a life span of five months.  Five is also the number of completeness indicating that 
the torment will end when it’s complete.

21.  Who is the king over the abyss?

Apollyon

22.  What do the locust represent?

Demons

Limited Dominion (Somewhat like a golden crown)

Deceptive Spirits (Their Face was like men’s face, hair like women)

Defiling Spirits (Teeth like lion)
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The Star

Luke 10:18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven."

Isaiah 14:12 “How you are fallen from heaven,
  O Lucifer, son of the morning!
  How you are cut down to the ground,
  You who weakened the nations! 

Abyss

Luke 8:31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the 
abyss. 

Locusts

2Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 

Deceiving Demons

1Timothy 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 

Teeth like Lion

1Peter 5:8   Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.
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Questions

Revelation 9:13-20

1.  What did John hear as the sixth trumpet was sounded?

A voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God.

2.  What is significant about the golden altar?

The symbolism can be traced back to the OT temple.  The incense burned on the altar 
represented the prayers of the people.  

3.  What did the voice say?

Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates

4.  What does v. 15 say about the four angels? 

They had been kept ready for this very hour and day, and month, and year.  They were released to 
kill a third of mankind.

5.  Who are these four angels?

Fallen Angels or Demons

6.  In v. 16, what is the number of the troops associated with the four angels?

200 Million

7.  How are the horses and riders described in v. 17?

Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur.  The heads of the horses 
resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur.

8.  What is the significance of the fire, smoke and sulfur?  See Genesis 19, 24

Fatal Judgement



9.  What happened as a result of the four angels and 200 million troops?

A third of Mankind was killed

10.  According to v. 19, where was the power of the horses? 

In their mouths and tails

11.  Describe the tails of the horses.

Their tails were like snakes, having a head with which they inflict injury

12. What is the significance of the snakes?  See Numbers 21:6

Fatal Judgment and Satanic power

13.  According to v. 20-21, what happened to the rest of mankind that were not killed by these 
plagues?

They refused to repent of their false worship and immorality
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Fire, Smoke, Sulfur

Gen. 19:24 Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the 
LORD out of the heavens. 

Gen. 19:28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and 
he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace. 

Ezekiel 38:22 I will execute judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down 
torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations 
with him. 

Snakes

Numbers 21:6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died.
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Revelation: Session 14
Questions 

Revelation 10

1.  What did John see as chapters 10 begins?

Another mighty angel coming down from Heaven

2.  How is this mighty angel described?

He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head, his face was like the sun, and his legs 
were like fiery pillars?

3.  What was the angel holding?

a little book or scroll

4.  How is the little book described?

The book was open

5.  As the angel came down from Heaven, where did he plant his feet?

His right foot was planted on the sea, His left foot was planted on land

6.  Describe the shout of the mighty angel.

The shout was like the roar of a lion.

7.  Who is the mighty angel?  See Supporting Verses on the Description of the Angel

Jesus 

Clothed in Clouds (1:7, Acts 9:1-11)
Rainbow (Genesis 9:13-17)
Face like the Sun (1:16, Matthew 17:2)
Legs were like Fiery Pillars (1:15)
Roar of a Lion (5:5)



8.  What does the little book represent?

God’s plan for the end of time.  The little book is equivalent to the scroll introduced in Revelation 
5.

9.  In v. 3, what happened when Jesus shouted as the roar of a lion?

The voices of the seven thunders spoke

10.  What was John about to do when the seven thunders spoke?

John was about to write down what was spoken by the seven thunders.

11.  What did the voice from Heaven say in v. 3?

Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down.

12.  What does Jesus do v. 5-6?  

He took an oath to God that there would be no more delay!

13.  What would be accomplished in the days leading up to the seventh angel sounding his 
trumpet?

The mystery of God will be accomplished

14.  In v. 8, what did the voice tell John to do?

Take the scroll from Jesus

15.  What did Jesus tell John to do in v. 9?

Take the book and eat it.  

16.  What did John experience when he at the book?

It tasted sweet as honey in my mouth, but when John ate it his stomach turned sour.

Warren Weirsbe -- We enjoy the blessings of God’s Word.  But we also must feel the burden of 
God’s Word.  



God’s Word is filled with love, forgiveness, and grace but it is also filled with wrath and 
judgement.

17.  What was John told as chapters 10 closes?

You must prophesy against many peoples, nations, languages, and kings
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Revelation: Session 15
Questions

Revelation 11:1-13

Revelation 11 is often labeled by scholars as the most difficult and complex chapter in the book 
of Revelation.  We want to spend a couple of sessions carefully walking through this chapter.

1.  What was John given and told to do in v. 1?  

John was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told to go and measure the temple of God 
and the altar, and count the worshippers there

2.  What was excluded from John’s measurement?

Exclude the outer court, it had been given the the Gentiles

3.  What will the Gentiles do for 42 months?

They will trample the Holy City

4.  What is the symbolism of the first two verses?  See Daniel 9:27 and Revelation 6:1-2

A Temple Covenant is established between the Anti-Christ and Israel but the covenant is broken 
allowing the Anti-Christ to trample Jerusalem

5.  In v. 3, the focus shifts to the two witnesses.  Who gives the two witness their power and how 
long do they prophesy?

God and 1,260 (3 1/2 years)

6.  In v. 4, how else are the two witnesses described?

They are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of the earth.

The olive tree is symbolic of fruitfulness; the lamp stand is symbolic of light which gives insight 
into the ministry of the two witnesses.  Olive oil burning in the lamp stands is symbolic of the 
Holy Spirit.  Also see Zechariah 4:1-10.

7.  What does v. 5 say concerning the protection of the two witnesses?

If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies.



8.  What does v. 6 say about the two witnesses?

These men have the power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are 
prophesying; and they have the power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with 
every kind of plague as often as they went.

9.  What two Old Testament figures does v. 6 remind you of?

Elijah and Moses

10.  What does the beginning of v. 7 say about the testimony of the two witnesses? 

Their testimony will be complete, finished.

11.  What happens after the two witnesses finish their testimony?

The beast that comes from the Abyss will attack them and overpower and kill them.

12.  Where will the bodies lie in the streets?

Their bodies will lie in the streets of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also the Lord was crucified

13.  What city is the “Great City?” 

Babylon (The City of Satan)

14.  How will the earth react to the death of the two witnesses?

For three and a half days, the earth will gaze on their bodies, refuse them burial, and will gloat 
and celebrate their death.

15.  What happens to the two witnesses in v. 11-12?

The breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those 
who saw them.  They also went up to Heaven in a cloud while their enemies look on.

16.  What happens in v. 13?

As the two witnesses are raptured, there was a severe earthquake and seven thousand people 
were killed.  The survivors were terrified and gave glory to God.



17.  Who are the two witnesses?

The 144,000 of Israel
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The Temple Covenant

Dan. 9:27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
 But in the middle of the week
 He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
 And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate,
 Even until the consummation, which is determined,
 Is poured out on the desolate.”

Rev. 6:1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 
Rev. 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was 
given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 

The Great City

Rev. 18:10 standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, “Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has come.’
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Revelation: Session 16
Questions 

A Good Time to Review:

1.  In chapter 5, John sees a scroll in Heaven.  What does the scroll represent?

God’s plan for the end of time

2.  How many seals are on the scroll?

Seven

3.  What do we see with the opening of the first four seals?

The rise and reign of the Anti-Christ

4.  What do we see with the opening of the fifth seal?

Insight into why God is judging the world

5.  What do we see with the opening of the sixth seal?

Cosmic Disturbances

6.  Before the opening of the seventh seal in Revelation 8, what is significant about chapter 7?

Israel is saved and sealed

7.  In chapter 11, what did we learn about that triggered Israel’s salvation?

Broken temple covenant

8.  In chapter 8, what do we see with the opening of the seventh seal?

Seven Trumpets 

9.  Thus far, we have studied about six of the trumpets.  What did these six trumpets represent?

Judgement

In Revelation 11:15-18, we find the sounding of the seventh trumpet.  Let’s take a look!!!



10.  What happened when the seventh trumpet sounded?

John heard loud voices in Heaven

11.  What were the loud voices saying?

The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.

12.  What has happened with the sounding of the seventh trumpet?

The Second Coming of Christ

13.  What is Heaven’s reaction to the second coming of Christ?

The twenty four elders worship God

14.  What do the twenty four elders say in v. 17?

The One who is and who was because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign

15.  Notice how v. 18 is a synopsis statement for what will come in future chapters of Revelation.

Nations are angry and face God’s wrath (Battle of Armageddon)

Judging the Dead (Great White Thrown Judgement)

Reward for the prophets, saints, and those who revere His name.

16.  What does v. 19 symbolize?

Heaven and God’s people have been vindicated through God judging the earth
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Revelation: Session 17
Questions

Beginning in Revelation 12, John describes the counterfeit trinity.  In chapter 12, we will focus 
on Satan with chapter 13 focusing on the Anti-Christ and his supporting agent.

1.  What appeared in Heaven as chapter 12 opens?

A great and wondrous sign

2.  What was the sign?

A Woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and a crown of twelves stars on her 
head

3.  How is the woman described in v. 2?

She is pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth.

4.  What was the other sign that appeared in Heaven?

An enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.

5.  What did the dragons tail do?

Swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.  

6.  What did the dragon desire to do to the woman’s child?

The dragon wanted to kill the child as soon as the child was born

7.  What does v. 5 say about the child born to the woman?

He will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.  And her child was snatched up to God and to 
his throne.

8.  Who is the male child?  See Isaiah 9:5-6, Psalm 2:7-9
Jesus

9.  If the child is Jesus, who is the woman?

Israel



10.  What happens to the woman in v. 6?

She fled into the dessert

11.  How long did God care for the woman in the desert?

1,260 days

12.  In verse v. 7, the vision shifts to a war in Heaven.  Who is the war between and what are the 
results of the war?

The war is between Michael and his angels and the dragon and his angels.  The dragon was not 
strong enough and lost his place in Heaven.  The dragon and all his angels were hurled to the 
earth.

13.  Who is the great dragon?

Satan

14.  In v. 10, John hears a loud voice from Heaven.  What does the voice say about Satan?

The Accuser of our Brothers

15.  What warning does v. 12 have for the earth?

Woe to the earth and sea because the devil has gone down to you.  He filled with fury because he 
knows that his time is short.

16.  Who did Satan turn his attention to after he was hurled to the earth?

The woman (Israel)

17.  What was the woman given and why?

The woman was given two wings of a great eagle to fly to place prepared for her in the dessert

18.  How long would the woman be taken care of?

A Time, times, and half a time



19.  In v. 15-16, we see an example of how God protected the woman from the persecution of the 
dragon.  In v. 17, who does the dragon make war with?

The offspring of the woman

20.  Who are the offspring?

Believers in the Great Tribulation
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The Male Child

Isaiah 9:5  ¶  Every warrior’s boot used in battle
  and every garment rolled in blood
 will be destined for burning,
  will be fuel for the fire. 
Isaiah  9:6  ¶  For to us a child is born,
  to us a son is given,
  and the government will be on his shoulders.  ¶  And he will be called
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Psalm 2:7  ¶  I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: ¶  He said to me, “You are my Son;
  today I have become your Father. 
Psalm 2:8  ¶  Ask of me,
  and I will make the nations your inheritance,
  the ends of the earth your possession. 
Psalm 2:9  ¶  You will rule them with an iron scepter;

The Sun, Moon, and Stars

Gen. 37:9 ¶ Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have 
dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

The Accuser

Job 1:6-7 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them. 
And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” ¶ So Satan answered the LORD and said, 
“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”

Zechariah 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and 
Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 

Two Wings of a Great Eagle

Exodus19:3-4  Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, 
“This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself.
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Revelation: Session 18
Questions and Answers

1.   What does John see as chapter 13 opens?

A Beast

2.  Where does the beast come from?

The Sea

3.  How is the beast described in v. 1?

He has ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each had a blasphemous 
name.

4.  To whom do we find a similar description in ch. 12?

The Dragon (Satan)

5.  What did the beast resemble?

The beast resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear, and a mouth like that of a lion.

The lion, leopard, and bear description of the beast comes from Daniel 7.  We will spend a few 
minutes looking at the implications of these images from Daniel 7.

6.  Who gave the beast his power, throne, and authority?

The Dragon (Satan)

7.  According to verse 3, why was the whole world astonished, and why did the whole world 
follow the beast?

One of the heads of the beast seemed to have a fatal wound, but the fatal wound was healed.

8.  What did the beast cause men to do?

Worship the Dragon



9.  Why was the beast given a mouth?

To utter proud word and blasphemies

10.  How long was the beast given to exercise his authority?

42 Months

11.  What kind of blasphemies did the beast utter in v. 6?

Blasphemed God, slandered His name and His dwelling place and those who live in Heaven

12.  In v. 7, what the beast given power to do?

The beast was given power to war against the Saints and to conquer them

13.  Who was the beast given authority over?

Every tribe, people, language, and nations

14.  According to v. 8, who will worship the beast?

All the inhabitants of the earth except those who are written in the Book of Life

15.  What does the end of v. 10 call for?

Patient Endurance and Faithfulness on the part of the Saints

An Outline for Chapter 13:

The Biography of the Beast

1.  His Satanic Attributes (v. 1-2)

2.    His Seductive Appeal (v. 3-4)

3.    His Sinister Ambitions (v. 4-7)

 A.  He is coming to deify Satan. (v. 4)
 B.  He is coming to defy the Savior. (v. 5-6)
 C.  He is coming to destroy the Saints (v. 7)
 D.  He is coming to dominate Society (v. 7)
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The Sea

Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea,
 When it cannot rest,
 Whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 

Revelation17:15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.

The Beast and the Dragon

2Thessalonians 2:9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all 
power, signs, and lying wonders, 

The Beast as a  Leopard, Lion, and Bear

Dan. 7:3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
Dan. 7:4  ¶  “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its 
wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a man, and 
the heart of a man was given to it. 
Dan. 7:5  ¶  “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised 
up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and 
eat your fill of flesh!’ 
Dan. 7:6  ¶  “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like 
a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it 
was given authority to rule. 
Dan. 7:7  ¶  “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast
—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured 
its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, 
and it had ten horns. 
Dan. 7:8  ¶  “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little 
one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn 
had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.



Session 19
Revelation 13:11-18



Revelation: Session 19
Questions

Revelation 13:11-18

In this passage, we are introduced to the third member of the unholy trinity: the False Prophet.

1.  What does John see in v. 11?

Another Beast

2.  Where did this beast come from?

The Earth

3.  What is the description of the second beast?

He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon.

4.  What does this description tell us about the second beast?  See Matthew 7:15

His appearance is innocent but his speech is Satanic

5.  What does the second beast do in v. 12?

He exercised the authority of the first beast.  He made all the earth worship the first beast.

6.  What else is the second beast able to do in v. 13?  See 2 Thessalonians 2:9

He performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth.’

7.  Because of the signs, what was the second beast given power to do?

He was given power to do on behalf of the first beast.  He deceived the inhabitants of the earth.  
He ordered the earth to set up an image in honor of the first beast.

8.  What did the second beast do with the image of the first beast?

He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that i could speak and cause 
all who refused to worship to be killed.



9.  What did the second beast do in v. 16-17?

He forced everyone to receive a mark on his right hand or forehead so that no one could buy or 
sell unless he had the mark.

10.  What is the number of the beast?

666



Session 20
Revelation 14



Revelation: Session 20
Questions

Revelation 14

1.  Who does John see as chapter 14 opens?

The Lamb (Jesus)

2.  Where is Jesus standing?

Mount Zion (Heaven)

3.  Who is with the Lamb?

The 144,000

4.  Does the description at the end v. 1 remind you of anything from the previous chapter?

Mark of the Beast vs. the Seal of God

The theme of chapter 15 is to show the eternal fate of those receive Christ and those who receive 
the mark of the beast.

5.  What does John hear in v. 2-3?

A sound from Heaven.  The 144,000 sing a new song to God.

6.  How are the 144,000 described in v. 4-5?

They kept themselves sexually pure.  They follow the Lamb wherever he goes (Obedient 
Discipleship), They were purchased from among men and offered as the firstfruits to God and to 
the Lamb.  No lie was found in their mouth.  They are blameless.

7.  In v. 6, what did John see?

An Angel

8.  What did the angel proclaim?

The eternal Gospel to those who live on the earth -- to every nation, tribe, language, and people.



9.  What did the angel say in v. 7? 

Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment has come.  Worship Him who made 
the Heavens, the earth, and sea.

10.  In v. 8, John see and hears a second angel?  What did the second angel say?

Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her 
adulteries.

11.  What is the meaning behind Babylon the Great?

Stay Tuned (Revelation 17-18)

12.  In v. 9, John see and hears another angel.  What did the third angel say concerning the 
fate of those who worship the Beast and receive his mark?

Experience God’s Wrath (Bowl Judgements of Revelation 16)
Will be tormented day and night.

13.  What is called for in v. 14?  

Patient Endurance and Faithfulness

14.  What happens in v. 14-16?

Christ harvests the saved.

15.  What happens in v. 17-20?

The wicked are gathered to experience wrath of God



Session 21
Revelation 15



Revelation: Session 21
Questions

Revelation 15

1.  What does John see as chapter 15 begins?

John sees another sign in Heaven (See chapter 12 for the Other Signs)

2.  What was the sign that John saw?

Seven angels with the seven last plagues

3.  What do these seven last plagues complete?

God’s wrath

4.  What does John see in v. 2?

The sea of glass mixed with fire 

5.  What does the sea of glass mixed with fire represent?

Divine Judgment

6.  Who is standing beside the sea?

Those who had been victorious over the beast and the image of the beast and over the number of 
his name.

7.  What were the victors given?  

Harps (Singing and Prophecy)

8.  What songs did the victors sing in v. 3-4?

The Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb (Exodus 15 and Revelation 5:8-14)

9.  What did John see in v. 5?

In Heaven, the tabernacle of the Testimony was opened.  (Judged according to God’s standards)



10.  Who came out of the temple?

The Seven Angels with the Seven Plagues (See Lev. 26:21)

11.  How were the seven angels dressed?

Clean, shining linen and word golden sashes around their chest (Angelic representatives of 
Christ)

12.  What did one of the four living creatures give to the seven angels?

Seven Bowls or cups filled with the wrath of God

13.  What happens in v. 8?

Smoke from the glory of God fills the temple and no one can enter the temple until the seven bowl 
judgements are carried out.



Revelation: Session 21
Supporting Verses

Harps

1 Chronicles 25:6 (NIV) All these men were under the supervision of their fathers for the music 
of the temple of the LORD, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the ministry at the house of God. 
Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of the king. 

1 Samuel 10:5 (NIV) “After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine 
outpost. As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down from the 
high place with lyres, tambourines, flutes and harps being played before them, and they will be 
prophesying.”

Tabernacle of the Testimony

Numbers 10:11 Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, 
that the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle of the Testimony. 

Seven Plagues

Leviticus 26:21 (NIV) If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply 
your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. 

Psalm 79:12 (NIV) Pay back into the laps of our neighbors seven times the reproach they have 
hurled at you, O Lord. 

Clothing of the Seven Angels

Revelation 1:13 (NIV) and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a 
robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 

Daniel 10:5  I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest 
gold around his waist. 

I Kings 8:10-11 (NIV) When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple 
of the LORD.  And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory 
of the LORD filled his temple.



Session 22
Revelation 16:1-9



Revelation: Session 22
Questions

Revelation 16

1.  What did John hear as chapter 16 opens?

A loud voice from the temple 

2.  What did the voice from Heaven say to the seven angels?

Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth

3.  What happened when the first angel poured out his bowl?

Ugly and painful sores broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his 
image (Exodus: Josephus referred to the boil plague as God tormenting the evil)

4.  What happened when the second angel poured out his bowl?

The bowl was poured out on the sea and turned the sea into blood like that of a dead man, and 
every living thing in the sea died. (Exodus: Economic Collapse)

5.  What happened when the third angel poured out his bowl?

The bowl was poured out on rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. (Exodus: 
Economic Collapse)

6.  What happens in v. 5-7?

The angel of the sea and the Heavenly host speak of God being just in his judgement of the 
world.  

7.  What happens when the fourth angel pours out his bowl?

The sun was give power to scorch people with fire. (Exodus: Interruption of regular sunlight 
power indicates people being judged because they altered God’s moral laws, usually through 
idolatry.

8.  How did people respond to the intense heat of the fourth plague?

They cursed the name of God.  They refused to repent and glorify God.



Revelation: Session 22
Supporting Verses

First Bowl Judgement

Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with 
blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the 
trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

Second Bowl Judgement

Revelation 8:8-9 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all 
ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood,  a third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

Third Bowl Judgement

Revelation 8:10-11 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, 
fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— the name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had 
become bitter. 

Fourth Bowl Judgement

Revelation 8:12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third 
of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was 
without light, and also a third of the night. 



Session 23
Revelation 16:10-21



Revelation: Session 23
Questions

1.  What happens when the fifth angel pours out his bowl?

It was poured out on the throne of the beast and the kingdom was plunged into darkness.  Men 
gnawed their tongues in agony and cursed God.

2.  What happens when the sixth angel pours out his bowl?

Poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates and its waters tried up to prepare the way for 
the kings of the east.  Three evil spirits come out of the mouths of the unholy trinity.  These spirits 
are demons that go out to the kings of the earth that prepare them for Armageddon.

3.What happens when the seventh angel pours out his bowl?

Out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, “It is done.”  Then there came flashes of 
lightening, rumblings, peals of thunder, and severe earthquake.

Supporting Verses

Fifth Bowl Judgement

Rev. 9:1 ¶  The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky 
to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 
Rev. 9:2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. 
The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 
Rev. 9:3 And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that 
of scorpions of the earth. 
Rev. 9:4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those 
people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 
Rev. 9:5 They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the 
agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 
Rev. 9:6 During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but 
death will elude them. 



Sixth Bowl Judgement

Rev. 9:13  ¶  The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns 
of the golden altar that is before God. 
Rev. 9:14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound 
at the great river Euphrates.” 
Rev. 9:15 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and 
year were released to kill a third of mankind. 
Rev. 9:16 The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number. 
Rev. 9:17  ¶  The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were 
fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, 
and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 
Rev. 9:18 A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came 
out of their mouths. 
Rev. 9:19 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like 
snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 

Seventh Bowl Judgement

Rev. 11:17 saying:
 “We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty,
 The One who is and who was and who is to come,
 Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
Rev. 11:18  The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come,
 And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
 And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints,
 And those who fear Your name, small and great,
 And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
Rev. 11:19 ¶ Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great 
hail.
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Revelation: Session 24
Questions

Revelation 17

1.  Who does John encounter as chapter 17 begins?

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls

2.  What does the angel say to John?

Come, I will show you the punishment of the Great Prostitute

3.  How is the great prostitute described?

She sits on many waters, with her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants 
of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of adulteries.

4.  What happens in v. 3?

John is carried in the Spirit into a dessert

5.  What did John see in v. 3?

He saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and has 
seven heads and ten horns.

6.  Who is this beast?  See Revelation 13:1

The anti-Christ

7.  How is the woman described in v. 4?

She was dressed in purple and scarlet, was glittering with gold, precious stones, and pearls.  

8.  What did the woman have in her hand and what was it filled with?

A golden cup filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries  

9.  What title was written on her forehead?

Mystery, Babylon the Great, The Mother of Prostitutes and of the Abominations of the Earth



10.  What was the woman drunk on?

The blood of the Saints

11.  What was John’s response to the woman?

John was astonished.

12.  What does the angel tell John in v. 7?

I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and the beast

13.  How is the beast described in v. 8?

The beast once was, now is not, but will come

14.  According to v. 9-10, what do the seven heads represent?

Seven Hills (Rome) and Seven Kings:
• First Five Roman Emperors
• Current: Domitian
• 7th: Remaining Roman Emperors
• 8th: Anti-Christ

15.  According to v. 11, the anti-Christ is the eight king?  Who does the anti-Christ come from?

From the Seven

666 = Nero Caesar

Nero Revived or Resurrected

Dio Chrysostom: Indeed the truth about this has not come out even yet; for so far as the rest of 
his subjects were concerned, there was nothing to prevent his continuing to be Emperor for all 
time, seeing that even now everybody wishes he were still alive. And the great majority do 
believe that he still is, although in a certain sense he has died not once but often along with those 
who had been firmly convinced that he was still alive.

“Rome” Reestablished: 1957, treaty that created the European Common Market.  The name of 
the treaty is the “Treaty of Rome.”

Similarities Between Nero (Rome) and the Anti-Christ
• Persecution of God’s People 



Tacitus: A vast multitude of Christians were not only put to death, but put to death with insult.  
They were either clothed in the skins of wild beasts and then exposed in the arena to the attacks 
of half-famished dogs, or else dipped in tar and put on crosses to be set on fire, and when the 
daylight failed, to be burned as lights by night.

Tacitus went on to comment that Nero’s persecution of Christians was so terrible that non-
Christian citizens were horrified and interceded in their behalf.

Revelation 13:12

• Emperor Worship

Revelation 13:10

16.  According to v. 12, what do the ten horns represent?

Ten Kings who have not yet received kingdom

17.  What will these 10 kings do?

They will give their power and authority to the beast and make war against the Lamb



Session 25
Revelation 17-18



Revelation: Session 25
Revelation 17-18

Questions from Last Session:
• Who is the harlot or prostitute?
• What does Babylon represent?

The Answer: The World Order

Even in the OT, a subtle underlying theme is how Babylon represents a world order that is anti-
God. (See the Tower of Babylon, Prophets view of Babylon)  This idea is carried over into the 
New Testament with Rome becoming the representative of the world order. ( See 1 Peter 5:13)  
In Revelation 17-18, we see three faces of the world order.

Three Faces of the World Order:

1.  Religious Babylon:

The Harlot in chapter 17 represents Religious Babylon.  Anytime in Revelation that we 
encounter a woman; it has religious implications:
• Jezebel (2:20): Apostate Church
• Israel (12:1): Jewish faith
• Bride (19:7): The Church

The Harlot represents False Religion.  The Harlot is described in chapter 17 as the “Mother of 
Harlots.”  All false religion including Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, ect... fall under this Harlot in 
chapter 17.

2.  Morally Corrupt Babylon: (17:4-5)

3.  Commercial Babylon (Ch. 18, 17:4)  The More Prosperous, the More Material

What was the harlot riding?  The Beast which shows the Satanic influence of the world order.  
When Satan tempted Jesus, Satan offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would bow 
down and worship him.

Notice the warning found in Revelation 18:4.  We are not to be apart of this world order.  We are 
not to be deceived by false religion.  We are not to be morally corrupt.  We are not to be 
materialistic.  



The Fall of Babylon, The Fall of the World Order

Revelation 18:2

Jeremiah 50:30 “Therefore the desert creatures will live there along with the jackals; 
 The ostriches also will live in it, 
 And it will never again be inhabited 
 Or dwelt in from generation to generation. 

1.  The Anti-Christ puts an end to all false religions except one.

Revelation 17:6, Revelation 13:1-4

2.  God will judge the sin of this world.

Revelation 18:5-6

Plagues = Trumpet and Bowl Judgements

3.  Economic Collapse

Revelation 6:5-6

The End of Babylon (The World Order), Not the End of the Anti-Christ



Session 26
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Revelation: Session 26
Questions

1.  What does the loud voice say as chapter 19 begins?

Alleluia!  Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!

2.  What does v. 2 say about God's judgement?

True and righteous are His judgements.  He judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth.  He 
avenged the blood of the saints.

3.  Contrast the tone of chapter 8 to chapter 19.

Heaven is silent as judgement begins on the earth.  Now Heaven is exuberant  as it awaits the 
events remaining in Revelation.

4.  According to v. 7, why is Heaven glad and rejoicing?

The Marriage of the Lamb has come.  His wife has been made ready.

5.  Who is the bride or wife of Christ?  See Ephesians 5:25

The Church

6.  How is the bride of Christ dressed?

It was granted to be arrayed fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 
the saints.

7.  Notice the phrase in v. 9 "the marriage supper of the Lamb."  Note the similarities with 
Matthew 22.  

8.  Verse 11 begins the "Second Coming of Christ."  What comes from Heaven in v. 11?  
Compare to Revelation 6

One riding a white horse

9.  What was the title given to the one riding on the white horse?  Where have we seen this title 
in Revelation?

The True and Faithful Witness. Revelation 3:14



10.  According to v. 11, what does the one sitting on the white horse do?

He judges and makes war.

11.  How else is Jesus described in v. 11-12?

His eyes are like a flame of fire, on His head were many crowns.  He had a name written that no 
one knew except Himself.  He was clothed with a robed dipped in blood, and His name is called 
the Word of God.  

12.  Who followed the One on the White Horses?  Who are these that followed?

The armies in Heaven clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  (The Church)

13.  What comes out of the mouth of the one riding on the horse? See Hebrews 4:12

A sharp two edged sword that's the Word of God

14.  What else does v. 15 say about the One riding on the white horse?

He will rule with a rod of iron.  He himself treads the winepress of fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God.

15.  What name was written on the robe of the One riding on the White Horse?

Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords

16.  In v. 17, the scene shifts to the Battle of Armageddon.  What is pronounced in v. 17-18?

Victory for God and Christ

17  According to v. 19, who gathers against Jesus and His army?

the Beast and the Kings of the Earth

18.  According to v. 20, what is the fate of the beast and false prophet?

They are captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire 

19.  What happens to the rest?

Killed by the Word of God



Revelation: Session 26
Supporting Verses

The Bride of Christ

Ephesians 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

The White Horse

Revelation 6:1-2 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” And I looked, and behold, a 
white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out 
conquering and to conquer. 

Sharp Two-Edged Sword

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Armageddon

Rev. 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out 
of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
Rev. 16:14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
Rev. 16:16 ¶ And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.

Rev. 17:12  “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, 
but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 
Rev. 17:13 These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. 
Rev. 17:14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord 
of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

Also see Revelation 9
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Revelation: Session 27

Revelation 20 is one of the most difficult passages in all the Bible.   With careful study, you can 
wrap your mind around most passages in Revelation.  I will be honest.  I can’t wrap my mind 
around Revelation 20.  I have more questions than answers.  And that’s all right.  

Isaiah 55:9  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.

1.  The events of Revelation 20 are connected to the events of Revelation 17-19.

• The Fall of the World Order (Religious, Morally Corrupt, Economic)
• The Second Coming of Christ
• The Defeat of the Anti-Christ at Armageddon.
• The Anti-Christ and his False Prophet are cast into Hell.

Chapters 17-20 seem to flow in a sequential order.  

2.  Satan is bound for 1,000 Years; Christ reigns for 1,000 Years.

Views on the Millennial Reign of Christ:

1. Pre-Millennialist: Christ will return before the Millennial begins.
2. Post-Millennialist: believe that Christ will come after the Millennial has taken place.  Believe 

that the Kingdom of God is taking place right with the preaching of the Gospel and the saving 
work of the Holy Spirit.  Christ is reigning through the church and will usher in the a 
millennium of peace before this return.  

3. Amillennialist: Believe that the Millennium will not be a literal period of time but the 
description of chapters 19-20 is symbolic.

Thoughts about the Different Millennial Views:
1. Don’t get caught up in the debate that you miss the big picture of this chapter. 
2. Post-Millennialism seems to be the hardest sale.  According to this view, the world would have 

to get better.  The world seems to be getting worse and worse.
3. If you see chapters 17-20 going in a sequential order, Pre-Millennialism makes the most sense.
4. Don’t discount the Amillennialist.  Revelation is a book of powerful symbolism.  Seems to be 

a lot of symbolism in Revelation 20.

3.  Satan’s final fling and ultimate defeat.



4.  The Great White Throne Judgement

Hades vs. Hell

Luke 16:22-23 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s 
bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.  And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his 
eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Matthew 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Two Views:

1.  Hell and Hades are synonyms.

2.  Hades is a temporary place of judgement and suffering for the wicked before their final 
sentence to Hell.  

Matthew 25:31-41

2 Corinthians 5:8 (NLT) Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these 
earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord
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Revelation: Session 28
Revelation 21-22

Introduction

 John’s not quite done.  John’s got one more vision, one more description to share with us.  
The final chapters in Revelation describe something that we all look forward to.  The final 
chapters in Revelation describe Heaven.  

1.  John’s Look at Heaven

John gets a sneak peak into Heaven.  (Revelation 21:1)  As John’s look at Heaven, notice some 
things that we learn about Heaven.

A.  Heaven is place that will be different.

We look at phrase new Heaven and new Earth, and we think replacement.  You get a new car, 
you are replacing your old car.  Not the idea here.  I don’t take this literally.

In Revelation 21:1, we find the word, “new” describing Heaven.  There are two Greek words for 
new.  One word means new in character, the other words means new in time.  The word for new 
in Revelation 21:1 is the word that means new in character.  The point that John is trying to make 
is that Heaven: God’s kingdom, God’s rule, God’s way is going to be much different that this 
world’s.

B.  Heaven is a place of no mores ...

• Heaven is a place of no more separation: End of Revelation 21:1 (no more sea).  Usually, 
when we see the word “sea” in Revelation, it is talking about wickedness.  Certainly, you could 
make that care here, and it would make sense in the context of Heaven.  But, I don’t think thats 
the meaning here.  John was exiled on the island of Patmos.  Do you what separated John from 
his beloved church at Ephesus?  The sea.  The point that John is making here is that Heaven is 
going to be a place of no more separation.  No more separation from the people that you love.  
No more separation from the people that have gone on before you.  No more separation from 
God himself.  Heaven is place of no more separation.

• Heaven is a place of no more sorrow.  Revelation 21:4  John made a point to say there were 
going to be no more tears in Heaven.  John was writing to churches that were being persecuted.  
John was writing to churches who had people from their flock martyred.  Verse 4 would have 
been very comforting to John’s readers.  It’s very comforting to us.  No more sorrow, no more 
tears, no more pain.



• Heaven is place of no more sin: Revelation 21:7-8.  No more sins in Heaven.  

Heaven is a place of no mores: No more separation, no more sorrow, no more sin.

C.  Heaven is place prepared by God.

Look at Revelation 21:2, Heaven is described as being prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  God is preparing for a wedding.  God is preparing for the wedding of Jesus and his 
bride.  Who is the bride of Christ?  It’s the church.  We are the bride of Christ.  Heaven is being 
prepared for us.  Jesus spoke of this in John 14.

As John sees Heaven, we learn three things about Heaven: Heaven is a place that will be 
different.  Heaven is a place of no mores.  Heaven is a place prepared by God.

2.  John’s Tour of Heaven

Revelation 21:9  

That is what John’s get.  John’s gets a tour of Heaven.  His tour guide is an angel.  As John gets 
his tour of Heaven, we learn what Heaven is really all about.  

A.  Heaven unites God’s people from the Old Testament to the New Testament.

Revelation 21:11-14: Did you notice the reference to the 12 apostles and the 12 tribes of Israel.  
Heaven unites God’s people in the OT and NT.  It was not just the the NT believers that looked 
forward to Heaven.  But the OT characters also looked forward to Heaven.  

Hebrews 11:10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God. 

B.  Heaven is compared to the temple.

Revelation 21:14-21: Lot to take in here.  Last we talked about how the last couple of chapters in 
Revelation are closely tied to Ezekial 38-40.

Ezek. 40:1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day 
of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was captured, on the very same day the hand of 
the LORD was upon me; and He took me there. 
Ezek. 40:2 In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high 
mountain; on it toward the south was something like the structure of a city. 



Exactly what we read in Revelation 21:10

Ezek. 40:3 He took me there, and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the 
appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax and a measuring rod in his hand, and he stood in the 
gateway. 
Ezek. 40:4 ¶ And the man said to me, “Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears, 
and fix your mind on everything I show you; for you were brought here so that I might show them 
to you. Declare to the house of Israel everything you see.” 
Ezek. 40:5 Now there was a wall all around the outside of the temple.

Ezekiel goes on describe the temple.  That’s exactly what John is describing in Revelation 21-22.

Revelation 21:16: City is laid out in a square.  What part of the temple was laid out in a square?  
It was the Holy of Holies.  Heaven is going to be like the Holy of Holies in the OT.

In Revelation 21:14-21, we find references to 12 stones.  If you look at Exodus 28 and Exodus 
39, 8 of the 12 stones appear on the High Priest’s breastplate.  

Everything in these verses point to Heaven being a temple.

Revelation 21:22-26.  Heaven is the temple.  The temple is not like the temple in the OT.  It’s not 
made of stones.  The temple is God; it is Christ.  We see Heaven will be the perfect temple.  No 
sin.  No defilement.  This Heavenly temple is a going to place of worship.  It is going to be a 
place to glorify God.

On John’s tour we see what Heaven is all about.  We see that Heaven is about the worship of 
God.

But John’s tour of Heaven is not quite over.  

Revelation 22:1-5:  Connected to the last verse in Revelation 21.  We see that the residents of 
Heaven will be those who have their name in the Book of life.  What’s in store for the residents 
of Heaven.

C.  The last Book in the Bible is tied back to the first book in the Bible with themes of 
eternal life and the curse on man.

Eternal Life.  The river flowing from God’s throne represents eternal life.  The tree of life 
represents eternal life.  (Gen. 2:9, there for the picking, man chose sin.)

No more curse.  (Gen. 3:16-19, Curse that God put on man)



Gen. 3:16 ¶ To the woman He said:
 “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
 In pain you shall bring forth children;
 Your desire shall be for your husband,
 And he shall rule over you.” 
Gen. 3:17 ¶ Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat of it’:
 ‘Cursed is the ground for your sake;
 In toil you shall eat of it
 All the days of your life. 
Gen. 3:18  Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
 And you shall eat the herb of the field. 
Gen. 3:19  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
 Till you return to the ground,
 For out of it you were taken;
 For dust you are,
 And to dust you shall return.” 

C.  Humanity will come face to face with God and experienced his glory. Revelation 22:4  
(Ex. 33: no one could see the face of God and live)

D.  Believers will reign with Christ for eternity.

Final Warnings, Final Blessing

Last Call for Salvation (22:14-15)  See this throughout the Book of Revelation

I am coming quickly (22:7, 20)  

Final Blessing: Be right with God, salvation, lifestyle.




